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MILITARY ACADEMY. during the last year, the plans of which, it is under 
—__—___._ stood, have been approved of by the Chief Engineer, 
REPORT OF THE BOARD OF VISITERS., | Will provide a suitable apartment for the Mineralo- 
Po tie Hoa. 2 BR Porkinrr. gical and Geological cabinets, which, in the course 
Secretary of War. ofa few years, might be greatly enlarged, and be- 
West Point, June 21, 1833. come cutremely gahuents, rere it enjoined upon the 
Sir: The Board of Visiters convened at your re- eceene. e ee gp Meee esas ayo 
quest to attend the examinations of the Cadets of the | ital Ss het aeitedbicier ate af tote a oo 
Military Academy at West Point, beg leave to pre- | “gs Acapeatnies:, Daaerd sepa 
sent the following report: . In connexion with this subject, the present Board 
That, in order to accomplish more effectually the tinsglarnd respond to the suggestion of a former 
object of their mission, namely, to make “a full and #8, Who in their report have recommended, not on- 
free investigation of the military an-| scientific in- | ly as aa act of strict justice, but as conducive to the 
struction of the Cadets, and of the internal police and | Dest Interests of the Justitution, that the acting Pro- 
discipline, and fiscal concerns of the Institution,” | !essor of Chemistry should be placed on the same 
they have arranged themselves into committees, in-| "0k with his colleagues. The arduousness of his 
structed to enquire especially into such subjects as labors, together with the zeal and ability with which 
would most comprehensively embrace all the desired he has hitherto discharged them, would seem fairly 
information. The reports of the Committees con- to entitle him to iis promotion. lhe Board, there- 
taining the result of their observations, and their sug- tore, recominend that the department of Chemistry, 
gestions, in which the Board of Visiters have con- Mineralogy, and Geology, be established by law, 
curred, are herewith transmitted. But the Board, "pen the — footing with the other departinents, 
a3 a body, would sudmit to your consideration the nainely, wit a Professor and two assistants, receiving 
following engrossed statemeat of the actual condi- ine = a CIO HEINE NE respectively that are received 
tion of the Institution: by the Professor of Mathematics and his associates. 
The course of iastruction prescribed by the regu-| The erection of the building already alluded to, 
lations of the Academy, is comprised under the fol-| the plan and location of which are warmly recom- 
lowing heads: Ist, Infantry Tactics, anJ Military Po-| mended by the Committee on Public Buildings, will 
lice; 2d, Mathematics; 31, The French Language; | likewise provide for the ample accommodation of 
4th, Drawing; 5th, Natural Philosophy; 6th, Che-| the Library, as well as the models and apparatus for 
mistry an! Mineralogy ; 7th, Artillery Tactics, the the departments of Engineering and Natural Philo- 
Science of Gannery, and the dutiesofa Military La- sophy. Yearly appropriations to these departments 
boratory ; 8th, Engineering and Science of War,;/ have repeatedly been asked for and granted, the in- 
9th, Rhetoric and Moral and Political Science; and | dispensable necessity of which is evident, in order 
10th, The use of the Sword. This course of stu lies | to enable the Professors and the Cadets to keep pace 
is required to be finished in four years. | with the discoveries in science and with the improye- 
The examinations which the Board hive witness- | meats in those arts that form part of their military 
ed, abundantly prove that, in the discharge of their|education. The unexpended funds appropriated to 
duties, the Academic Staff of the fustitution have/thse departinents of Philosophy, Engineering, Draw- 
uzel that zeal and indastry which a deep sense of) ing, Chemistry, Mathematics, and for the increase of 
the responsibilities of their stations, am honomabie and | the Library, arnounted, at the end of the first quarter of 
patriotic desire to serve their country, a ‘laudable | the present year, to upwardsof seven thousand dollars, 
ambition to elevate their profession, aad an accurate /a large portion of which, it is understood, will be 
estimate of the value of science must always inspire. | forthwith applied, by the Saperintendent, to the En- 
The general proficiency of the calets in the seve-| gineering department, and the remainder to the 
ral branches of study, testify to fhe entire compe-|other departments, so soon as the necessary build. 
tency of the Professors and their assistants. lings recommended for their uses shall have been 
In one importaat departinent of science alone,/erected. In regard to the disbursements for the Li- 
Mineralogy, the studies have remained incomplete,| brary, it has been recommended to place them uoder 
owing to the insufficient number of assistants as- | the charge of a Committee of the Academic staff, 
sizned to the Professor of Chemistry, whose duty it) elected from and by their own body, whose duty it 
is to impart instruction in this branch also. The im- shall be to select the most useful books appertaining 
portance to a military as well as to a civil engineer, | to the several branches of studies that are or may be 
of a familiar acquaintance with Mineralogy, to| hereafter taught in the Institution. The Committee 
which should be added the no less useful science of|on Public Buildings have also called the attention of 
Geology, is so obvious, that, in the opinion of the! the Board to the insufficiency of the barracks for the 
Board, no pains nor expense should be spared, to comfortable accommodation of the Cadets, and have 
provide the Professor wiih the most ample means of snzgested some important improvements in their 
completing aud illustrating these portions of his) interior police. They recommend, too, an enlarge- 
course. To enable himto give a full course of in-| ment of the Hospital, which at present contains only 
struction on three branches of the Natura! Sciences,! six rooms, accommodating 12 patients; and although, 
so comprehensive and progressive as Chemistry, Mi- | so far, these have fortunately been found sufficient, 
neralogy, aud Geology, it is indispensable that he | they could hardly be expected to be so in case of an 
should be allowed at least one additional assistant.| epidemic. They, moreover, recommend the erec- 
and that he be provided with as complete a series of tion of an observatory, ora building to accommodate 
Mineral and Geological specimens, both foreign and the large Telescope, Transit Instrument, and Astro~ 
dumestic, together with drawings of sections, an!) nomical clock ; and the establishment vf a swim- 
other means illustrative of the cognate branch of ming schoo!; in all of which the Board of Visiters 
Geognosy, as can be procured. An appropriation fo unanimously concur. 
the latter effect has already been asked for, and itis| The Committee on the Internal Police of the In- 
respectfully solicited that the grant of it be earnestly | stitution also remark upon the unfitness of the south 
recommended to Congress. The erection of a new barracks to the purposes for which they were de- 
building to replace that which was destroyed by fire signed ; and further suggest the propriety of obtain- 
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ing a legislative enactment from the State of New 
York, probibiting the sale of ardent spirits to the 
Cadets within certain limits of the Military Acade- 
my reserve. The latter suggestion is highly ap- 
proved by the Board. The investigations of this 
Committee have resulted in an approval of the rules 
under which a distribution of goods at the “ Store”’ 
is made; though they have regretted to find that an 
impression is very prevalent among the corps of Ca- 
dets, that they are extravagantly charged for them. 
Your attention is respectfully invited to this subject. 

The Fiscal Committee, after showing that the 
monetary affairs of the Institution are conducted 
with system, accuracy, and good faith, propose that 
the applicants for admission, who are ordered to re- 
port themselves for examination, be allowed a mile- 
age sufficient to defray the expense of their trans- 
portation to the post. The object of this is to equalize 
the facilities of admission for the youths of our coun- 
try, in all conditions, ana at the most remote dis- 
tances; adding thereby to the republican character 
of the Academy. They also recommend an in- 
crease of the salaries of the Superintendent, Profes- 


sors, and Assistant Professors, in which the Board of 


Visiters concurred. 

The Committee appointed to inquire into the 
course of military instruction and tactics, at the 
Academy, are, as will be perceived by their report, 
quite satisfied with the manner in which it has been 
conducted, and in reference to the present discipline 
observed at the post, are of opinion that it is admin- 
istered with a proper regard to the necessity of a 
strict enforcement of the prescribed regulations, un- 
accompanied by any exercise of unnecessary severi- 
ty on the part of the officers, in the hope of winning, 
as well as with a view to secure an entire obedience 
tothem. They recommend the erection of a build- 
ing to shelter certain pieces of ordnance, that have 


been deposited there for preservation as trophies of 


the Revulutionary and late wars; an addition to the 
pieces now used, of at least one of the other kinds 
of guns now employed in the service ; and the sub- 
stitution of a company of mounted Dragoons for the 
detachment of Artillery now stationed at the post. 
In these recommendations the Board likewise unite ; 
and whilst they feel it imperative upon them to add, 
that the excellent discipline of the Cadets, -and the 
skill displayed in their military evolutions, are due, 


in a great measure, to the inflexible enforcement of 


the prescribed discipline by the present commandant 
of the corps, and to his experience and knowledge 


as a tactician, they regret that, by the regulations of 


the Academy, which require, in this department, an 
officer of higher rank, the permanent services of the 
present incumbeft may be lost to the Institution. 

In the branch of instruction embracing Rhetoric 
and Moral aud Political Science, the studies have 
been found deficient. This subject has been fully 
investigated by the Committee on the course of Mo- 
ral and Scientific instruction of the Academy, 
who have in their report suggested certain modi- 
fications of the present course, that are approv- 
ed of by the Board. Should these suggestions meet 
with your approbation and that of Congress, and 
should it be found advisable to grant to the Chaplain 
an additional! clerical assistant, more time would ne- 
cessarily be had, and more opportunities present 
themselves, of attending in a more especial manner 
than is practicable under the present arrangements, 
to the religious instruction of the Cadets. The 
Board are far from implying, by this, any deficiency 
on the part of the venerable clergyman now at the 
head of the Ethical Department, but, on the contra- 
ry, were pleased to discover that, on retiring from a 
situation which he has filled so honorably for wp- 
wards of ten years, he has received from his pupils 
gratifying testimonials of their respect and affection. 

For further details concerning the actual condi- 
tion of the Academy in its various departments, the 


| 


Hoard must refer to the reports of the several com- 
mittees, at the same time that they rejoice, as Ame- 
ricans, to have it in their power to bear testimony to 
the signal ability with which it is conducted. No 
one, how inveterate soever his prejudices may have 
been, can approach the Institution without a lively 
admiraiion of the fitness of its location, and will 
hardly be expected to leave it without a conviction 
of its utility. Surrounded by so many recollections 
of the glorious struggle of our forefathers in the 
cause of liberty, in sight of the monuments that 
commemorate them, the American youth cannot fail 
to imbibe s'rong feelings of patriotism, and a love of 
country, which form the best security for the main- 
tenance of our independence. Every one must per- 
ceive an order and regularity in the service of the 
post, which bespeak the existence of an excellent 
system, faithfully pursued; and in the manly bearing, 
the elastic movement of limb, and the neat attire of 
the Cadets, there is seen the result of a course of edu- 
cation admirably calculated to develop and improve 
alike his moral and physical capabilities. Enter- 
taining these views, the Board of Visiters cannot 
hesitate to recommend the Military Academy at 
West Point, as an institution well worthy of the fos- 
tering patronage of Government. They see nothing 
in its continuance that conflicts with the republican 
character which all our public institutions should 
possess. Admittance to it is opened to every condi- 
tion of fortune and of birth; no favoritism is known 
to have been practised in gaining admission into it; 
and the greatest impartiality is apparent in the ad- 
ministration of its justice, as well as in the award of 
its privileges. 

In a national point of view, it will tend to disse- 
minate over the whole country knowledge of a pe- 
culiar description, which is daily becoming more 
and more required; will improve the condition of the 
militia; will elevate the moral as well as scientific 
character of the army; will furnish means for the 
security of our frontiers; and, above all, will cement 
the bond of Union between the States, by establish- 
ing a community of feeling and a concert of action 
among men on whom the nation will ere long have 
accustomed itself to look with pride, as its surest re- 
liance amidst the difficulties of a war. 

In conclusion, the Board acknowledge, with un- 
feigned thanks, the polite attentions of the Superin- 
tendent and Military staff, of the Academic staff, and 
the Assistant Professors, whom they have ever found 
ready and willing to aid them in their necessary ia- 
vestigations. 

J.T. DUCATEL, Marylend, 

President of Board of Visiters. 
B. F. MORRIS, Illinois. 
JNO. C. PLUMMER, Pennsylv’a. 
JOHN B. ARD, do. 
H. W. ELLIS, Alabama. 
DECOUDRAY HOLSTEIN, N. Y. 
JOSEPH D. HOLT, Mississippi. 
C.F. McCOY, Georgia. 
J.-E. HOLBROOK, South Carolina. 
JAMES JONES, Kentucky. 
JAMES SHEA, New York. 
EVAN M. JOHNSON, do. 
FRANCIS LIEBER. 
JOHN E. PAGE, Virginia. 
THOMAS ROSS, Pennsyl!vania. 
JOHN L. SMITH, 

Major Corps of Engineers. 
J.S. CONWAY, Arkansas. 
THOS. B. McELWEE, Pennsylv’a. 
JAS. TAYLOR, Newport, Ken. 
J. PAGE. 
D. MURRAY, Maryland. 
WM. R. GRIFFITH, Kentucky. 
W. H. RUSSELL, Missouri. 
Z. PITCHER, of Michigan, 
Secretary of Board of Visiters. 
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I concur in the above report, except so much as 
commends the system of moral instruction; recoin- 
mends that a “‘ company” of Dragoons be stationed 
here, and the appointment of an Assistant Professor, 
who mustbeaclergyman. J.D. WESTON, Ohio. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITFEE ON PUBLIC 
BUILDINGS. 

To the President of the Board of Visiters, the Commit- 
tee on Public Buildings respectfully 
REPORT: 

That as soon as your Committee had informed Col. 
De Russy, the Superintendent of the Military Acade- 
my, of their organization, he appointed a committee 
consisting of three members of the Staff—Professor 


Bartlett, Surgeon Wheaton, and Lieut. Swartwout, to | 


accompany your Committee during their inspection 
of the Public Buildings belonging to this post. They 





have attentively examined thein, and beg leave to lay 
the following remarks before your honorable Board. 

The large building called the Exercise Hall, and 
now in the course of completion, will be of very 
great advantage to this important institution. The 


recitation roots in the same are spacious and adinit | 


full light; the walls are so constructed that the trans- 
mission of ordinary sound from one room to another 
is effectually prevented—three points of much im- 

ortance in all school architecture. The same bnild- 
ing contains the quarters for unmarried officers at- 
tached to the Academy. By their removal, and that 
of the recitation rooms from the barracks, considera- 
ble space will be gained for the accommodation of the 
Cadets, a matter of moment in the opinion of your 
Committee. At present there are four, five, and at 
times even six Cadets in one room, with the adjacent 
dormitory--a number inconsistent withthe proper pur- 
suit of study. There is likewise a large Drilling Hall 
in this building, so that in future neither rain, exces- 
sive heat, nor the inclemency of winter, need inter- 
rupt the drilling of the cadets 

Drilling, if thoroughly taught, affords a fine gym- 
nastic exercise, and your Committee make free in 
stating that every one must be struck with the manly 
carriage, healthful developments of chest and limb of 
the Cadets, and the general fine appearance of their 
frames, which promises well to support the fatigues 
of life to which all of them will be more or less ex- 
posed. Drilling, moreover, is not without its moral 
effect. The close attention to the words of com- 





mand, and the exactness with which all movements 
are instantly to be executed, teach a rapidity and 
promptress of volition, a readiness of execution which | 
can be obtained in an equal degree but by few ifany , 
other means. 

Your Committee recommend the establishment of 
a swimming school, on the plan of those adopted in 
France, Prussia, and other countries, beth for the 
army and for colleges ; or on that of a similar estab- 
lishment formed a few years ago in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. The whole expense for the necessary build 
ings would not exceed one hundred ani fifty dollars ; 
and at this trifling cost hundreds of youths would ac- 
quire askill which is of equal importance to the sol- 
dier and to the citizen, an amusement that is always 
greatly relished by the yonng, and, indeed, by all who 
enjoy good health, and one that can be practised at a 
season when the prevailing heat hardly allows of any 
other gymnastic exercise. It strengthens the chest, 
extremities, and muscular system generally, is emi- 
nently healthfal, and contributes to manliness of cha- 
racter. Swimming might be made to relieve the mo- 
notony of life when the Cadets are encamped, and 
perfect safety would be insured if the systematic 
teaching of this art, a3 introduced elsewhere, were 
adopted here. The Cadets, when commissioned, 
would introduce it into the army, where, it is believ- 
ed, it would not be without advantage to the health 
of the soldier. 





Your honorable Board are aware of the fact, that in 


the month of February last, the building which con- 
tained the library, chemical laboratory, philosophical 
apparatus, and models for engineering, was destroyed 
by fire. Fortunately the library, apparatus, and 
inodels were saved. The Superintendent of the Aca- 
demy has submitted to the Secretary of War a plan 
for the erection of suitable buildings, to replace that 
which was destroyed. Since our arrival here this 
plan has been sent for and placed before your Com- 
mittee, who unanimously express the opinion that it 
combines ina high degree safety, commodiousness, 
and unpretending taste. They nropose to your Board 
to urge with the utmost earnestness upon the Hon. 
Secretary of War the necessity of its prompt execn- 
tion. The plan offers several prominent features, and 
among others that, should it be adopted, the library 
will be entirely detached from the chemical laborato- 
tory, and in this way removed from the danger of fire 
or other injuries arising from too close a proximity 
to it. These buildings also provide for a convenient 
apartment for the library, a matter of much import- 
ance in an institution of the character of this Acade- 
ny. A library ought not only to be arranged so that 
itcan be consulted with facility, but it should actual- 
ly invite students by affording what might be termed 
a degree of literary comfort. Your Committee be- 
lieve that all persons acquainted with this subject will 
readily agree with them that this is necessary, not 
only as affording a literary luxury, but securing the 
true usefulness of a library. 

The plan of Col, De Russy also provides that the 
members of the chemical class may be accommodated 
in the laboratory, so as to be enabled to go through its 
minipulations and pei form the necessary experiments, 
so that their study of chemistry shall not remain a 
passive reception of verbal knowledge; but shall 
equally consist in practical application, especially 
and undeniably important to the military scholar. 
The same plan has long been adopted in the Poly- 
technic School of Paris. 

The valuable library, which it is supposed conld 
not be replaced for a suin less than $50,000, and the 
fine philosophical apparatus have been placed tem- 
porarily in some of the rooms of the hotel, at present, 
however, unoceupied. It is clear that both the libra- 
ry and apparatus can be of no use so long as they re- 
main in their present position. In adopting the plan 
of the Superintendent, the additional advantage would 
be gained, that any changes of the old buildings 
which may become necessary, could be made to agree 
in relative position with the projected buildings, 
and that thus the beautiful plain in front of the 
houses would be greatly improved. 

The Committee take this opportunity of express- 
ing their high satisfaction at the improvement which 
has of late taken place in various parts of this post. 
Among the architectural improvements they consider 
the erection of the chapel the most prominent. It is 
an edifice which recommends itself by its simplicity 
and taste. 

Your Committee recommend likewise to urge upon 
the Government the appropriation of a sum sufficient 
to build an observatory at this place. It is believed 
that one thousand dollars will be a‘equate for the 
present, and your committee cannot but remind the 
Board, that of the five or six most civilized nations of 
the earth, we are actually the only one destitute of 
an observatory, though really we constitute the se- 
cond in commercial importance. In this particular 
we are daily receiving the benefits of the noble labors 


lof other nations without fairly contributing ourshare 
|to the great common stock of knowledge, and without 


affording to our own people all those advantages 
which ean only be obtained and diffused by a do- 
mestie observatory. Your committee do not hesitate 
in frankly confessing this is a species of true and 
genuine glory of which they do not wish to see their 
own beloved country any longer, and, as they conceive 
unnecessarily, deprived, All civilized nations are but 
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members of one vast community-—a church universal of 
civilization ; all stand in need of one another, of free 
and constant interchange of ideas; and it is thus that 
we too have our sacred debts to pay on the score of 
‘knowledge and science ‘This academy is possessed 
of an excellent telescope, an astronomic clock, and a ' 
transit instrument. They gre costly, and, your Com- | 
mittee understand, of high order; yet useless, or near- 
ly, so for want of a proper place. 

Your Committee are decidedly of the opinion that. 
the barracks are not as they well might be. The 
rooms, especially of the South Barrack, are far too 
narrow for the number of Cadets occupying them. | 
The want of room makes it necessary for the Cadets | 
to sleep on mattresses placed upon the floor. As scon 
as the Cadet rises in the morning, the mattresses are | 
rolled up, without time for sufficient airing. The- 
atmosphere of the rooms is thus perceptibly deprived 
of that degree of purity which is frequently observ. 
ed in barracks where from fifteen hundred to two 
thousand men are quartered, and whose bedsteads | 
are so arranged that, when not in use, they can be | 
placed one upon the other, yet so that the mattress | 
of the one does not touch those of the others. 

The Surgeon of the post has earrestly represented | 
to your Committee that the basement story of the | 
hospital building, used for the accommodation of the | 
matrons and nurses employed in the hospital, is so 
damp that they suffer seriously in consequence of it— 
an inconvenience which might be readily obviated by 
the erection of an additional story. 

All which is respectfully submumitted. 

FRANCIS LIEBER, Chairman. 
West Pornr, June 16, 1838. 


REPORT OF THE FISCAL COMMITTEE, 
West Potnr Mitirary ACADEMY, 
June, 1838. 
The Committee to which was assigned the duty of 
examining the fiscal concerns of the Military Acade- | 





bills (as well as the fare provided) are inspected and 
passed upon by a Board of Officers, appointed for 
that purpose, and by whom the whole amount is then 
apportioned between the Cadets equally. This 
amounts, at present, to about eleven dollars per 
month, but must vary with the price of provisions. 
The Committee refer to the accompanying tabular 

statement to show the amount of funds required for 


| the use of this Institution, for the present year, the 


whole of which is so small in comparison with the 
amount of good resulting from it to the country, that 
itis hoped the necessary appropriation will be cheer- 
fully and promptly made. 

The value of this school is beginning to be known 
generally through the country, in the way best cal- 
culated to make it favorably regarded, that is by the 
sound, practical, useful men who are annually sent 
abroad from it into the different States, and enter 
immediately into active life, in both civil and mili- 
tary employment. These gentlemen are found to 
possess a thorough knowledge of all they have been 
taught in this institution, and are able instantly to ap- 
ply it in practice, and are, in a remarkable degree, 
business men, and we know that many are now repay - 
ing the country for its beneticeence to them, by their 
gallantry in the field of battle, where some of the 
best and bravest of the pupils of West Point have 
fallen coverec with glory, and where all who are now 
sharing the hardships and dangers of war evince the 
chivalrous gallantry of youth tempered with the cool- 
ness of veteran discipline. 

Your Committee recommend that the applicants 
for admission into the Military Academy, who are 
ordered (o report themselves for examination, be al- 
lowed by the Government a mileage sufficient to de- 


fray the necessary expenses of their transportation 
'to West Point. 


Under the present system each ap- 
plicant is compelled to report himself at his own ex- 
pense, which, from the extent of our territory, is, in 
many instances, very great. It should continue to be, 


my at West Point, beg leave to Report: ‘That having | as it always has been, the object of our Government 
been furnished by the Superintend :nt with the ne- | to afford equal facilities for obtaining admission into 
cessary information as to the departments where the | this Institution to the sons of all classes of the com- 
accounts were kept, and a deputation of officers as-| munity. The present regulation, your Committee 
signed to assist them in their investigation, they pro- | conceive, does not afford all the facility which is re- 
ceeded in the first place to the office of the Quarter- | quired, because it must necessarily exclude from the 
master, where the general disbursements under the di- | Academy many young men, residing in distant sec- 
rection of the Superintendent are made, the books of | tions of the Union, whose parents or friends are un- 
which department were submitted to their inspection. | able to incur the expense of sending them to West 
The vouchers for the disbursements in this Bu-| Point. Your Committee have been informed that 
reau are receipts taken in duplicate, one of which is | when a Cadet is dismissed he is allowed the usual 
filed in this office, and the other forwarded to the | mileage for his transportation home, and they can 
accounting officer of the Treasury Department of} perceive no good reason for not aliowing the same 
the General Government at Washington, thus assum- | mileage to the appplicant who reports himself at this 





ing the responsibility of the disbursing officer to the 
proper authority. The Commi‘tee take pleasure in 
certifying to the neatness and accuracy manifested in | 
this office, in all matters of account. Aftersuchex- | 
amination as was thought necessary there, the Com- 
mittee proceeded to the Paymaster’s office, where | 
the accounts of the cadets are kept with great aceu- | 
racy and neatness. It appears manifest to the Com 

mittee that the strictest care is taken of the interest 
of the Cadets, and there can be no possible injustice 
done to them in the expenditure of their pay, if the 
board of officers acting as inspectors do their duty. 

Each Cadet ia furnished with a check book in 
which must appear the sanction of the Superinten- 
dent before he can receive from the store such arti- 
cles as he may require, and these are charged ata 
price fixed by a Board of officers, and which is not to 
exceed a certain per cent on the first cost. The Ca- 
det is thus enabled to keep his own accounts, and 
learns to economise his little funds. 

The mess arrangements are made with the strictest 
regard to economy which is compatible with a due 
supply of plain, wholesome diet. This is now done 
by the employment of a steward, whose duty it is to 
provide for the whole corps, as one mess; and whose 





| post, in obedience to the orders of the Secretary of 


War. On the contrary, they think it would add still 
more to the republican character of the Academy, and 
extend its usefulness more generally among all classes 
of citizens residing in remote sections of the’ Union. 

Your Committee have had occasion to observe that 
the Superintendent of this Institution is, from his offi- 
cial station, subject to very great expense not com- 
mon to other officersof his rank. All public charac- 
ters and distinguished foreigners who visit the post 
are thrown upon his hospitality, and, as the repre- 
sentative of his country, bound to sustain its digni- 
ty and character, he cannot evade this tax upon his 
purse ; and your Committee cannot but think that he 
ought to have such increase of pay as will enable 
him suitably to meet it; and they respectfully re- 
commend such increase to the consideration of Con- 
gress; and your Committee further concur in the 
reports of former Boards of Visiters, recommending 
an increase of the Salaries of the Professors and as- 
sistant Professors, 

The annexed documents, marked No. 1, 2, and 8, 
are those referred to in the foregoing Report—all 
which is respectfully submitted. 

D. MURRAY, Chairman. 
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12. Completion of the building for 
military and other exercises, - 

13. Barn and public stables, - - 

14. Compensation to the acting Professor 
of Chemistry, at Ag. - 


18,254 60 
1,000 00 


300 00 


——e 


$47,582 64 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INTER- 
NAL POLICE. 
U.S. Mirirary AcADEmMY, 
West Point, N. Y., June 18, 1838. 
To the President of the Board of Visiters. 

The Committee on “Internal Police,” to whom 
certain duties were assigned in the apportionment 
of labor among the members of the Board, respect- 
fully REPORT: 

That in the discharge of those duties, they directed 
their attention especially to the following subjects : 

To the state of the hospital and the means at the 
disposal of the Medical Staff for ministering to the 
wants of the Cadets while on the sick report. 

To the size and arrangement of the rooms and 
dormitories occupied by the Cadets. 

To the “ bill of fare,” the quality of the food, and 
the terms on which it is furnished. 

To the means adopted by the constituted authori- 
ties to guard the Cadet against the effects of that im- 
providence which is almost always the characteristic 
of his age, and to secure to him, at a just valuation, 
such articles as are indispensable. With this view 
the regulations for the government of the Military 
Academy were carefully examined, and the accounts 
of the “Storekeeper,” and the proceedings of the 
‘«* Board of Clothing Inspectors,” were made subjects 
of our inspection. Interrogatories were also put to 
the officers and to the Cadets themselves, calculated 
to inform the Committee on the subjects embraced 
within the scope of their inquiries. 

In the prosecution of this investigation into the 
condition of the several departments of the Institu- 
tion, the Committee have bad every facility afforded 
them, that they desired, both by the Superintendent 
and the officers under his command. 

The Committee have, with much unanimity, arriv- 
ed at the conclusion that the Cadet is well provided 
for and kindly treated when sick ; that he is furnish- 
ed with wholesome food and at a reasonable price ; 
that the regulations, if duly observed and carried into 





effect, are well calculated to shield the Cadet from | 


imposition on the part of those with whom he has to 
deal; that they deem it unnecessary to dwell in de- 
tail upon these points severally, yet it is due to the 
Cadets to state, that it isa prevalent opinion through- 
out the whole corps, that the * Storekeeper ”’ charges 
them an extravagant price for the articles which they 
are by the regulations compelled to purchase of him. 

The Committee, however, desire t> call the atten- 
tion of the Board to one subject which has repeated- 
ly been made the topic of remark by former Boards 
of Visiters. They allude to the building called the 
South Barracks. This has, on several occasions, 
been represented to the Secretary of War as unfit for 
the habitation of Cadets. In this opinion the Com- 
mittee fully coneur, and beg leave, for particulars, to 
refer to former reports. Your Committee have been 
pained to learn that certain of the citizens of the State 
of New York, have established, at no great distance 
from the military reserve and within the jurisdiction 
of the State, both licensed and unlicensed groceries for 
the sale of ardent spirits. With a view to remove 
from the Cadet so fatal a source of temptation, they 
suggest the propriety of recommending to the Secre- 
tary of War, to apply to the Legislature of this State 
for the passage of alaw which shall, by penal enact- 
ments, prohibit the sale of ardeut spirits to any Cadet 
of the U. S. Military Academy. 

The discipline of the Academy is so nearly allied 
to those subjects which it has been the duty of this 
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Committee to consider, that they cannot refrain from 
giving their testimony to its permanent importance 
in the attainment of the end for which the Military 
Academy was established. 

If no extraneous impediments are interposed to 
prevent it, they feel perfectly confident that the au- 
thorized agents of the Government, will rigorously, 
but justly administer the laws and regulations of the 
Institution, 

All of which isrespectfully submitted by your Com- 
mittee. 


THOS. JAMES, Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON SCIEN- 
TIFIC AND MORAL INSTRUCTION. 
To the President of the Board of Visiters of the U. 
S. Military Academy. 
West Point, June 16, 1838. 

The Committee on the course of Scientific and 
Moral Instruction of the Cadets, beg leave most res- 
pectfully to report: 

That, after having attended to the examination of 
the Cadets in the various subjects which are includ- 
ed under the very general designation given to 
the Committee, the opinion is deliberately formed, 
and hereby unanimously expressed, that the Super- 
intendeut, Professors, and Assistant Professors, in 
these Departments, have discharged their duties with 
great fidelity. Unless the most careful attention 
had been given to their instruction and morals, the 
young gentlemen whom we have examined would 
not have been enabled to have exhibited such accu- 
racy and demonstration in Mathematics, and its 
kindred studies, such correct, and, in general, well 
formed opinions on moral obligation and constitu- 
tional law, and such gentlemanlike and manly de- 
portment in their intercourse with the Visiters and 
others, as we have great pleasure in reporting to 
have fallen under our observation. The examina- 
tion has been conducted with strictness and impar- 
tiality, from which, and from enquiry and observa- 
tion, this Committee have come to the following 
conclusions: 

That pure Mathematics, Chemistry, Natural and 
Experimental Philosophy, and Engineering, have 
been most ably taught, with special reference to the 
new and improved methods of demonstration, and as ~ 
applicable to practices and useful information con- 
nected with the art of War, and with Civil Engineer- 
ing. Considering that some of the most valuable of 
the works on Military Science, which have been 
published of late, are written in the French lan- 
guage; that many of the technical terms in use are 
of French origin; that, in the military service on 
the northern and southern frontiers, occasions do 
happen when its knowledge is indispensable; this 
Committee have been pleased to find that very res- 
pectable progress has been made by the Cadets in 
acquiring this almost universal language. 

In pursuance of the wish expressed by the honor- 
able Secretary of War in his official notification of 
our appointment as Visiters, andin virtue of our se- 
lection as nembers of this Committee, we beg leave 
to suggest, for consideration, what we think to be 
defects in the course of education as here conducted. 

Geography, History, and the Practice of Compo- 
sition, are wholly omitted. 

If the first be not madea regular study, there 
should therein be such occasional examinations, 
that the knowledge previously acquired be not lost. 

The reading of History, especially military histo- 
ry, seems to be highly important. From no sources 
is it possible to derive more salutary lessons of that 
inexhaustible perseverance in adversity, boldness of 
action in misfortune, caution in success and victory, 
and unrelaxing devotedness to ourcountry, than from 
military history, which, at the same time, gives 





practical illustrations of the theories which the Ca- 
dets learn in the course of their studies, or shows the 








ARMYAND NAVY CHRONICLE. 





° 
a 


3 











fa ts from which the rules they learn, as theory, 
have been derived. Military History, especially 
that of free countries fighting for their indepen- 
dence, such as Greece, the Netherlands, Switzer- 
land, &c., has a most powerful and improving 
moral effect upon young men educating for the 
defence of their free country. In the French and 
German military schools, this~branch is always 
taught. 

It is absolutely and indispensably necessary that 
instruction be given in the practice of Composition. 
This, we understand has hitherto been neglected. 
Called upon, as these Cadets must necessarily be, to 
correspond with the officers of Government; to 
draw up reports on the state and condition of public 
works; to write instructions to others; to give writ- 
ten Opinions upon the expediency, probable cost, and 
benefits of rail roads, canals, and other improve- 
ments; in view of this the Committee would urge 
that it be made, in future, one of the stated exercises 
of the Academy, from the very beginning to the end 
of the whole course of instruction. 

It may be said, in wany instances, these branches 
of study have received attention before admission. 
This may be true, as they are not required abso- 
lutely, many cases to the contrary do occur. It 
is possible that an individual may pass through this 
Institution with a very complete knowledge of Ma- 
thematics, correct in his deportinent as a soldier, in- 
genious as a draftsman, who has little knowledge of 
the relative positions of the nations of the earth; 
their manners, customs, and institutions, as existing 
heretofore, or at present; and who has little ability 
to communicate in writing his own views of sub- 
jects in which he is conversant, with correctness 
and propriety. 

The Committee would suggest, whether it would 
not be well to raise the standard for admission, and 
to establish a school or schools for the instruction in 
these primary branches of the children of those, 
whether officers or soldiers, who have died in the 
service of our common country, and for no others ; 
with a special view to their admission as Cadets, 
with the enlarged acquirements. At all events, the 
Committee recommend that the present requirements 
for admission be most rigidly enforced in the largest 
sense, to wit, *‘to read and write well, to perform 
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lotted to Rhetoric and Moral Sciences, and of this 
year but two hours a day to those brahches. 

It is recommended by the Committee that there be 
introduced, into the course of instruction, during 
the first year of the Cadets in the Academy, 

Ist. Elementary text books in English Grammar 
and Rhetoric. 

2d. A compendious text book in Geography. 

3d. A compendium of Universal History, and 
that a course of reading in History, especially Mili- 
tary History, be recommended. 

In the second year of the course the Committee 
will introduce, 

Ist. The study of Moral Philosophy. 

2d. Somee lementary work on Logic and the in- 
tellectual powers. 

To effect this change, the Committee recommend, 
Ist. That some portion of the studies in pure Ma- 
thematics of the first and second years be postponed 
until a later period in the course. 

2d. That the Chaplain, in addition to his duties as 
such, have charge only of the Department of Moral 
Philosophy. 

3d. That a permanent Professor and Assistant 
Professor of Rhetoric, History, and Political Science, 
be added to the list of instructors. 

The Committee think that the literary and moral 
branches recommended, are indispensable to a good 
and thorough education. They are suited to the 
early age of the younger Cadets, while the more se- 
vere branches of pure Mathematics may be studied to 
better advantage at a later period in the course. 

The Committee would further recommend that if 
time cannot be found, during the four years, for 
these additional studies, without causing neglect of 
branches, which are now most thoroughly taught, 
and which seem essential, and should it be thought 
inexpedient to establish a preparatory school, and 
raise the standard of acquirements for admission, that 
another year be added to those already prescribed, in 
which to complete the course of instruction. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

EVAN M. JOHNSON, Chairman. 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON MILI- 
TARY INSTRUCTION. 





with facility and accuracy the various operations of 
the four ground rules of arithmetic, of reduction, 
of simple and compound proportion, and of vulgar 
and decimal fractions.” 

Rhetoric, Moral and Political Science, are under 
the direction of the Chaplain, who is also, nominal- 
ly, Professor of Geography, History, and Ethics. 
He is aided.in his departwent by a temporary as- 
sistant. 

Under this head, the regulations of the Academy 
prescribe Grammar, the Philosophy of Language, 
Coinposition, Elocution, &c., Mental and Moral Phi- 
losophy, Evidences of Revelation and Practical 
Ethics, Foundation of Civil Society, History of 
Governments, Constitution of the United States, and 
the Law of Nations. 

The present requisitions of the Regulations are 
not carried into effect, as already observed; the on- 
ly books at present made use of, being Blair’s Rhe- 
toric, Puley’s Moral Philosophy, Kent’s Lectures on 
the Law of Nations, and Bayard’s Exposition of the 
Constitution. 

This defect is owing to the want of a sufficient 
number of instructors, and to the arrangement of the 
course of studies, 

The first year of the Cadets is exclusively occu- 

‘pied with pure Mathematics and French, 

The second year embraces ouly those two studies 
and Drawing. 

In the third year the branches are Natural Philo- 
sophy, Chemistry, and Drawing, exclusively. 


The Military Committee, appointed by the Board 
of Visiters, beg leave to present their Report upon 
| Engineering, Artillery, Tactics, and Discipline ; 
| these being, as has been understood, the subjects 
usually attended to by the Military Committee. 

The courses of instruction in Engineering include 
Permanent and Field Fortifications, Military Com- 
munications, and the Science of War: besides Civil 
Engineering and Architecture. The instruction is 
conveyed by text books and lectures, and by models 
and drawings illustrative of the subjects taught. 
| Some of the text books have been compiled and ar- 
ranged by the Professor. The courses of instruction 
are adapted to the progressive developments of sei- 
ence aud the arts, and have been extended, in a 
slight degree, by their introduction. The courses 
will be further extended and the teaching of them 
facilitated when suitable models and recent publica- 
tions upon subjects relating to them shall be obtain- 
ed. The former have not been procured heretofore, 
because there was no building in which they could 
be placed. ‘This difficulty will shortly be removed, 
and it is understood they are to be procured without 
delay. 

The examination in Engineering was strict and 
very thorough, and displayed proficiency highly 
creditable to the Professor as well as the class. 

This remark is equally applicable to the examina- 
tions in Artillery and Tactics. 

The course of Artillery Instruction has been gra- 
dually extended—is now as full as the time that may 
be allowed to it would justify. It may be improved 











It is only in the fourth year that any time is al- 


by introducing artillery models, such as are used for 
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illustration in the schoolsof Europe. These models 
should represent every species of gun and carriage, 
as Well as the various machines used for artillery 
purposes, and also models for Congreve rockets. 
The apparatus requisile for preparing these rockets 
should also be obtained. A text book more simple 
and practical than that now used, is in the course of 
preparation by a Board of officers, including the In- 
structor of Artillery and two others, who have been 
selected by the Superintendent for that purpose. 
Much expertness was displayed in the field ma- 
neuvres, notwithstanding the inconvenience arising 
from the want of horses. This inconvenience 
might be obviated if a company of mounted dra- 
goons were stationed at West Point. Flying artil- 
Jery is peculiarly adapted to the localities of our 
country, and would be more relied on in time of war 
than the ordinary field service. Horses are indispen- 
sable for it, whether for actual service or practice. 
Many good shots were made in the target firing. 
Uniform accuracy was not to be expected, as most 
of the guns were old and out of order. The shells 
were thrown with much accuracy, and generally 
exploded at the proper time. A carcass was lodge: 


within a few feet of the target, from a distauce of 


more than —— yards. 
The duties in the Laboratory were performed with 


skill and intelligence, displaying expertness that | 


could not have been obtained without careful in 
struction and diligent application. 

A Gunhouse, a Laboratory, and a Magazine, are 
the buildings provided for, ordnance and orduance 
stores. The Gunhouse is large enough to shelter a 
Field Battery only. A building of the same size 
would be required in addition to it, to afford need- 
ful shelter to other pieces of ordnance, including the 
trophies of the Revolution and the late war that 
have been sent to West Point for preservation. 

A portion of the ordnance is new and in good or- 
der; the remainder is old and injured by use; yet 


still fit for the purposes of instruction. There is an} 


adequate supply of 10 inch mortars—of 24-pr. how- 
itzers, and of 24, 12, and 6-pr. guns. In addition to 
these it would be advantageous to have one at least 
of each of the other kinds of guns used in the service. 

The examination in Infantry Tactics, and the ex- 
ercises depending upon them, was, in all respects, 
highly interesting. General Scott’s late work on 
tactics has been the text book for the last year. 
Questions concerning the mosi-difficult manceuvres | 
and evolutions were answered with clearness aud 
without hesitation. The illustrations on the black 
board were also mae with accuracy and explained 
with much intelligence. But it was the battalion 
and other exercises of the Cadets that afforded the 
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A detachment of Artillery is now stationed at 
West Point. It performs service that cannot be dis- 
pensed with. This service could be as well perform- 
ed by dragoons. The establishment of a company of 
j;mounted dragoons at West Point, as has been sug- 
gested, would, therefore, involve no material change 
in the existing arrangements for securing the ser- 
vices of soldiers at the post, while it would afford the 
advantage of providing horses for flying artillery 
practice, as has been mentioned, and also provide 
the means of introducing a course of instruction in 
cavalry tactics, the importance of which is univer- 
sally admitted. 

Wesr Point, June 18, 1838. 
Respectfully Submittd 
W. H. D. HOLSTEIN, Chairman. 


RR ee 


SELECTED POETRY. 











The following piece appeared, almost simultaneously, 
|in the New Orleans Bee and New York American. Our 
| Army Poet seatters his favors far and near, except in 
| the right quarter.— Eid. A. & N.C, 
APOSTROPHE TO THE SWORD. 
RY LIEUT. G. W, PATTEN, OF THE U. S. ARMY. 
Sword ! which sleepest in thy sheath, 
Hear’st thou not the trumpet’s breath, 
Where the column deep with death, 
Tarries for thy crest! 
Know’st thou not the lotis thine 
(: littering in the sun to shine, 
Foremost ’mid the forming line ¢ 
Wake thee from thy rest! 
Sword! which doth in darkness lie, 
Girded fast unto my thigh-- 
See’st thou not ’gainst yonder sky, 
Banners sweeping low! 
Never thus mayst thou remain— 
Yield thee to my hand again, 
For the tear of crimson stain 
Down thy check must flow. 
Sword! when first thy changing light 
Burst athwart my youthful sight, 
Playfully I called thee bright, 
As an angel’s form ; 
Years have past—nor yet we part— 
Thou art wedded to my heart— 
Tho’ I often feel thou art 
Dreadful as the storm. 





Sword ! altho’ thy bosom’s sheen 

*Hroidered be and polish’d keen, 

W heresoe’er its light is seen, 
Shadow’d ‘tis with fears ; 

Tho’ thy smile seems mild and meek, 

Such a’ love’s own eyes might speak— 

Yet the smile will leave the check, 





highest degree of interest. Their appearance, whe- | 
ther on parade, in marching, or in the performance | 
of the most difficult evolutions, was, in the highest | 
degree, imposing. The accuracy of their move- 
ments was striking. They resembled compact 
masses operated upon by machinery. 

Such precision and accuracy, the result as it were 
of simultaneous volition, indicate a degree of excel- 
lence that could hardly be expected from mere me- 
chanical training. But it is easily accounted for by 
reference to the admirable system of discipline which 
is now established at the Military Academy, and the 
effect which such a system cannot fail to produce 
upon the character and habits of the Cadets. 

The power to control being unquestioned, justice 
and consistency are sufficient to uphold authority. 
This, at least, is the theory of the system followed 
here. A government of fixed rules, applicable alike 
to the governing and the governed, is easily admin- 
istered, and none certainly is more mild in its opera- 
tion, as none can be more just. It is in the power 
of those in authority to perpetuate the advantages 
that are daily flowing from this system, by a rigid 


W here its glance appears. 
Sword! I deeply love thy ray! 
‘Tis to me the light of day : 
Yet oh! yet, thou tak’st away 
Bridegroom from the bride : 
Pointing upward to the star, 
('n the crest of glory’s car, 
Thou dost urge the fields of war-- 
Breaking hearts allied. 
Sword! tho’ fearful be thy gift, 
Once again thy blade I lift, 
O’er my steed—a meteor swift 
Flashing shalt thou wave: 
Thou shalt strike in many wars, 
Battle for thy country’s laws, 
Thou shalt plead the orphan’s cause, 
O’er the patriot’s grave. 
Sword of beauty !—sword of fear! 
Shoutings mad are on mine ear! 
Steel! where art thou ?—thou art here 
Faithful to the last: 
*M'd the battle’s heartless hum— 
*Mid the roaring of the druam— 
Cry huzza !!—J come—we come, 





and systematic adherence to its principles. 


Rushing like the blast. 
New ORLEANS. 
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WASHINGTON CITY; 
THURSDAY, JULY 12, 1838. 


tere eetenee 





*«* We had purposely detained this number twen- 
ty-four hours, with the hope of being able to insert 
the General Order of Promotions and Appointments 
in the Army, consequent upon the late law for its 
increase ; but it was not prepared in season. The law 
itself, as well as the supplemental law, we cannot 
make room for this week. 





The Report of the Board of Visiters of the Mili- 
tary Academy, for the present year, repeats the fa- 
vorable opinion of former Boards as to the import- 
ance of the Academy, and the great fidelity with 
which the duties of the Superintendent and Profes- 
sors have been discharged. It is time for the most 
sceptical to abandon the opposition so long and un- 
justly maintained against this Institution. 





PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. 

Lieutenant Stephen Champlin, to be Commander, 
from the 22d June, 1838. 

Passed Midshipman M. G. L. Claiborne, to be 
Lieutenant, from the 22d of June, 1838. 








Gen. ATKINSON has declined the appointment of 
Governor of the Territory of Iowa, and Rozerr| 
Lucas, late Governor of Ohio has been appointed | 
by the President and Senate. | 





‘ oe 
§G- Captain Tuistxie will make another experi- 


ment with his improved cannon, at the navy yard in | 
this city, on Saturday afternoon, at half past 4 o’- | 
clock. A target will be fired at, with round and| 
canister shot. | 

The Heads of Departments, officers of the army | 
and navy, and citizens generally, are respectfully | 
invited to attend. 


LeEoNARD Scort, General Periodical Agent, | 
New York, is authorized to receive subscriptions to | 
the Army and Navy Chronicle. 
The officer charged with the execution of the du- | 
ty, has chartered the steamboat Telegraph, of 190 


tons, for service on Lake Ontario ; and the steamboat | 


Erie, of about 125 tons, for service on Lake Erie. 





A Marine General Court Martial convened at the 


ARRIVALS ALT WASHINGTON, 


July 3—Lt. I. Vogdes, Ist Arty., Gadsby’s. 
4— Surgeon Gen. Thomas Lawson, 
Lieut. R. 8S. Dix, Gadsby’s. 


Lieut. H. McKavett, 
6—Lieut. S. Eastman, Ist Infy., 
Surgeon C, A. Finlay. 


do. 
J. H. Houston’s, 


Lieut. G. 1. Griffin, 6th Infy., Gadsby’s. 
Col. D. E. Twiggs, 2d Dragoons. 

Lieut. R. H. Ross, 7th Infy., Brown’s. 
Ass’t. Sur. H. L. Heiskell, Fuller’s. 
Lieut. J. M Searrit, 6th Infy., Gadsby’s. 
Licut. J. W. Bailey, Ist Arty., Brown’s. 
Lieut. R. A. Arnold, 2d Drags. Gadsby’s. 
Lieut. F. S. Mumford, Ist Infy., do. 
Brig. Gen. W. K. Armistead, Fuller’s. 
Licut. H. Garner, 3d Arty , do. 





LETTERS ADVERTISED. 
Norroik, July 1, 1838. 

Navy.—Dr. Chas. C. Caurason, Dr. Geo. W Peete, 
Dr. John R. Chandler, Dr. Wm.Edwd. Coale; Lieuts. J. 
S. Palmer, 4, D. D. Baker, 2, G. A. Magruder, 6, F.C, 
Hall, H. N, Page, —— Kelty, J. W. West, 2, J. De- 
Camp, Thos. Turner, J. W. Turk, Sam’! Swartwout, G, 
J. Pendergast. Midshipmen, Jas. M’Cormick, 2, E. C. 
Ward, J. V. Hixon, R. S. Morris, J. Q. Adams, L. J. 
Bryan, 2, A. B. Davis, I. F Marrast, 2, Peter U. Mur- 
phy, W. R. MeKinney, C. B. Poindexter, C. I. Van 
Alstine, A. M. Pennock, H. J. Hartstene, A. S. Bald- 
win, J. W. E. Reid, 2, J. D. Murphy. 

PASSENGERS. 

Bactimore, July 1, per brig Harriet, from Rio de Ja- 
neiro, Dr. J. F. Brooke, of the navy. 

SAVANNAH, June 25, per steamboat Wm. Seabrook, 
from Charleston, Lieut. Mansfield, of the army. 

Cuarceston, June 29, per U. 8. steamer Poinsett, 
from Black ereek, via Savannah, Lieuts.. Griffin and 
Thomas, and Dr. Holt, U.S. army. 


July 1, persteam packet Nepiune, from New York, 
Dr. W. W. Valk, of the navy. 











COMMUNICATION. 





DOCKING OF THE OHIO. 

Mr. Epiror: In the Boston Mercantile Journal of 
the 3d inst., there is an article on docking the Ohio, 
(ship of the line,) in which itis said that “the ship 
was docked in a truly workmanlike style, and any of 
the errors in the mode of arranging the blocks must 
be attributed to the Chief Naval Constructor and the 
Master Builder of the New York yard. If these gen- 
tlemen had not interfered in the business, but had 
left the docking of that ship to the Master Builder 
of the Chariestown navy yard, &c. &c., there never 
would have been the slightest ground for any com- 
plaint in relation to the Ohio.” 

This statement, charging the disarrangement of the 
blocks to the Chief Naval Constructor, and his inter- 
ference, as it is called, with docking the ship, is de- 
nied. The Chief Constructor gave no directions about 
the blocks. The only part he had inthe matter wis 
in advising the Navy Commissioners to have the 


‘blocks laid to conform to the shape of the keel, and 


Navy Yard, Philadelphia, on Monday, June 18, 1838, | « that in order to test the accuracy of the measure- 


Lieutenants J. G. Williams, A. Edson, G. F. Lindsay, 
and L. N. Carter, Members. 


Second Lieutenant James Broom was tried on sun- 
dry charges and specifications, found guilty, and sen- | 
tenced to be cashiered. Sentence approved July 6, 
1838. 





To CorresponpEeNntTs.—“ Fulton” and “ Jus- 
tice” are respectfully declined, unless with modifica- 
tions, and the responsibility of a name. 

“ Allen” shall appear next week. 


and was composed of Captain John Harris, President. | 


Captains Thomas A. Linton, James McCauley ; | 
Ay fe 
iship is docked, and the difference, if any, reported to 


Zalegman Phillips, Esq., Judge Advocate. 1 
}agency of the Chief Naval Constructor on docking 





ment to be made for ascertaining the curve of the Keel, 
sights ought to be placed on the spar deck ranging 
straight at the time the weasurements were taken ; 
that these sights ought to be again examined after the 
the Navy Commissioners.” This is the extent of the 
he Ohio. The attempt to cast a censure on him 
which belongs elsewhere, is unjust, and the writer 
must cast about for another person on whom to lay 
the blaine. Let the orders for docking the Ohio be 
nade known; let the report of the constructors, who 
surveyed the ship after she was docked, be published; 
let every fact in relation to the docking be put forth ; 
let the testimony of the ‘‘ Master Builder” of the 
Charlestown navy yard be added ; but let not conjec- 
ture be substituted for facts to the injury of an inno- 
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cent person. As the piece published in the Boston | 


Mercantile Journal is calculated to produce an im- 
pression injurious to the Chief Naval Constructor, 
the editor of that paper is respectfully requested to 
publish the foregoing statement and*remarks. 

FIAT JUSTITIA. 

{ The article, to which the above is a reply, would 
have been inserted in the present number, but for the 
want of room ; it is laid by for early insertion.—£d. 
A. & N.C.) 





THE NAVY. 
A Taste showing how the Captains and Command- 
ers belonging to the U. 8. Navy might be usefully 
employed. 


To 8line of battle ships, one in the Medi- 
terranean, 1 in the Pacific, and 1 on the 
‘coast of Brazil, a Captain to each as 
Commodore, a Captain to each as Flag 
Captain, anda Captain to each as Com- 
mander, making in all - - - 
To each of the above ships a Commander 
as the executive officer. - 
To 3 frigates, as flag ships, on the East 
India, West India, and Home Stations, 
a Captain to each as Commodore, a 
Captain to each as Commander of the 
ship, in all - 
To each of the above frigates a Command- 
er, as Flag Captain, in all - - - - 
To 3 trigates, 1 in the Mediterranean, 1 
in the Pacific, and 1 on the coast of 
Brazil, each a Captain, in all - 
To 5 ships for Commanders afloat, at Bos- 
ton, New York, Philadelphia, Balti- 
more and Norfolk, a Captain to each as 
Commodore, a Captain to each as Com- 
mander, 
To each of the last named ships a Com- 
mander as Flag Captain, in all - 
To 5 rendezvous a Captaineach .-— - 
Inspection of cannon shot and powder - 
Inspection of sinall arms, &c. 
Inspection of provisions - 
Inspection of slop clothing - - . 
In charge of charts and instruments 
In charge of hospitals at Boston, New 
York, Norfolk, and Pensacola, a Cap- 
tain each, - - - - ‘ 
Incharge of Naval Asylum at Philadel- 
phia, a Captain and a Commander, - 
To each Navy Yard, say Portsmouth, 
Boston, N. York. Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, Norfolk, and Pensacola, 1 Cap- 
tain and i Commander each, - - 
At Newport, Baltimore, Charleston, N. 
Orleans, and Sacket’s Harbor, a Cap- 
tain each, ° « é ¢ 
Navy Commissioners, - 
In charge of magazines and the prepara- 
tion vf ammunition, - - - 
In charge of navy stores at the Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Norfolk, and Pensacola yards, a Comn- 
mander to each, 
In charge of dry docks at 
Norfolk, 
To 16 sloops of war a Commander each, 
In command of the Pennsylvania, Frank- 
lin, Washington, Brandywine, and Po- 
tomac,a Captaineach, - - 
To 3 steamers on our coast and 1 in the 
West Indies, a Commander each, . 
To 6 small sloops of war, the building of 
which is now authorized by an act of 
Congress, a Commander each, - - : 
In charge of rope walk at Boston, - 


~ Captains. 
, Commanders. 


i) 


- - = - - 


10 


or 


ll th ) | 
wStewww i 


_ 


Boston and 


= 3 


Inspection of timoer, a Captain and 3 
Commanders, - 


1 3 
Making in all - - - 6 % 

Many of the stations, to which we have assigned 
officers of high rank in the above table, may possibly 
meet with objections from some, but a close examin- 
ation of the subject, it is believed, will result in con- 
vincing all that the true interests of the navy, as well 
as country, require that great changes should be 
made in the manner of conducting onr naval con- 
cerns. 

At this time three Navy Commissioners and a few 
Commanders of navy yards have ten times as much 
duty as they can attend to properly, whilst a very 
large portion of officers are kept year alter year with- 
out employment. Hence it is that promotion has be- 
come so slow; for so long as a single individual is al- 
lowed to monopolise duties that half a dozen could 
not more than properly discharge, so long shall we 
see most of these duties shamefully neglected, and 
our Navy Register continue to present that long, long 
list of ‘ waiting orders,’ * leave of absence,’ &c. It 1s 
the extreme of folly and shortsightedness to suppose 
that any thing is saved to the nation in thus keeping 
our officers on reduced pay; and we pledge ourselves, 
if called upon, to prove that in placing at once every 
officer in the navy on duty, the country will, in the 
end, be greatly the gainer. The waste and destruc. 
tion which are permitted in the navy during any sin- 
gle year for the want of proper supervision, we bold- 
ly assert would cover the increase of pay to officers 
for ten years. 

It is well known that nothing conduces so much to 
the prompt despatch of all service as the division of 
it amongst officers of rank and experience. Indivi- 
duals then feel themselves directly accountable for 
every thing within their respective departinents, and, 
as a matter of course, regularity, system, and econo- 
iny is introduced into every thing under their control. 

[t may not be amiss to offer a few remarks in sup- 
port of the changes we have proposed. 

The force afloat proposed by us is not more than 
the appropriations warrant and the commerce of the 
country demands. 

We recommend a comprehensive plan for the faith- 
ful and honest it.spection of naval supplies; and should 
it be followed out, it will result in great advantage 
to the navy. 

Our plan proposes to place a Commander in charge 
of the navy stores at each yard. All must agree 
that the present wretched system of navy storekeep- 
ers is the worst that could be imagined. Retain them 
where they are, if you please, as clerks, and give 
| them good salaries; but let us have an officer there, 
who knows what naval stores are, and how to take 
care of them when placed in his charge. 

No ship in ordinary should ever be permitted to 
remain without officers and men totake care of them, 
It is susceptible of proof, that the expense of repairs 
rendered necessary from neglect, would more than 
ten times pay for maintaining a small force on board 
of each vessel. In this way many of our disabled 
officers and men might be honorably and usefully 
emploved, 

We have allowed each flag ship 2 Captains besides 
the Commander-in-chief. These officers are highly 
useful and add much to the respectability of squad- 
rons. They should therefore, in all cases, be placed 
in flag ships without consulting the whim or caprice 
of the Commodore. Much good would also result 
from making a Commander the executive officer on 
board of all line of battle ships. 

The most important arrangement here proposed is 
that of establishing a Commander afloat at our prin- 
cipal naval ports. At Boston, New York, and Nor- 
folk, there should be a 74 each, fully equipped. At 








Philadelphia and Baltimore, there should be a frigate 
each, These vessels to be the flag ships for the Com. 
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manders afloat. On board of all a regular system | Tue Mexican Brocxanr.—We learn from the 
should be established for the exercise and instruction | last New Orleans papers that large quantities of na- 
of raw recruits. Landsmen, after being drilled well | vy bread, pork, beef, wines, and other provisions, are 
for six months on board of such a ship, would make | shipping trom that port to Sacrificios, for the French 
good topmen at sea. Thus might we be enabled to | squadron blockading the Mexican ports. From the 
introduce into the navy a large body of native Ameri- | quantity and quality of the articles shipped, it ap- 
can seamen, and in a short time rid ourselves from | pears that the Frenchmen are determined to live well, 
the danger and reproach of having our ships alinost | whether it be at the expense of the Citizen King or 
entirely manned with foreigners. No expense should, the Mexicans. 
be spared to bring about so desirable a result. The New Orleans Courier says: Our captains are 
We have proposed to station a Captain at each not idle—they have no objections to the French be- 
rendezvous and one at each hospital.. None, it is be- | ing well fed, but at the same time appear determined 
lieved, will question the <ay-re of placing them | the Mexicans shall not starve—several Baltimore clip- 
in charge of officers of rank. ‘There are a few other | pers loaded with provisions have or are about to sail 
changes proposed, but it is deemed unnecessary to} for Mexican ports, determined to force the blockade. 
notice them at this time. We have recommended |If successful they will make a handsome “ speck.” 
nothing that would require an act of Congress tocar- | Brother Jonathan, by the by, is not easily canght, if 
ry into effect. The Secretary of the Navy and Board | he takes it into his head not to be. 
of Commissioners have it in their power to put things | 
on the footing we have suggested. We beg themto| From Mexitco.—The U. S. frigate Constellation, 
give these matters a candid and serious examination, |\Com. DAuuas, arrived at S. W. pass on the 19th 
and if they discover any hints worthy of their adop-/| ult., from Tampico, which she left on the 13th. She 
tion, it is hoped they will not allow the humble source | brought $150,000 in specie for mercbants in New 
from whence they have sprung, to prevent them / Orleans. The blockade was still continued, and it is 
from being carried into operation. thought there would soon be a discharge of minis- 
The grades below Commander have not been em- ters. The Constellation sailed immediately for Pen- 
braced in the accompanying table, for the simple rea | sacola. 
son that they would cover more space than our pre-| A decree has been passed by the Mexican Gov- 
sent limits -will allow. It is understood, however, ernment opening the ports of Tuspan and Soto la 








that a fair proportion of inferior officers should be | Marina, from 15th June, and Cabo Rojo, from the 


employed as assistants in every department. In car- 
rying out the plan proposed, not only would all now 
in the navy find appropriate duties to perform, but an 


increase much beyond our present numbers would be | 


|15th July next, to last during the present difficulties 
‘with France, and six months after all difficulties 
have been settled. 

Her Britannic Majesty’s packet Alert sailed from 


required. Our first aim should be to see every man in| Tampico on the 7th June, for Portsmouth, via Ha- 
the service actively employed; and until this shall have | yvana, with $850,000. 

been brought aboat, the navy canrot hope to prosper.| Letters have been received, stating that the French 
Instead of being borne to windward on the affections fleet was about to concentrate at Vera Cruz, with 
and good opinion of our countrymen, we shall, unless ‘the intention of bombarding that city, and attacking 
something is soon done for us, find ourselves set so|the castle of San Juan de Ulloa, as the Mexicans 
far to leeward as to preclude all hope of ever beating | would not come to any terms; it was also rumored 
up again. BAINBRIDGE. vat Tampico that General Santa Anna has been 
— eres placed in command of the Mexican troops, and was 
DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. | making preparations to resist the attacks of the 

--- | French. 

We learn that the Rev. Jasper Apams, D. D.,| The blockade at Tampico was continued by one 
has been appointed by the President of the United | brig, and by one at Matamoras; at Vera Cruz there 
States, on the recommendation of the Secretary of| were two French frigates and several brigs. The 
War, Chaplain and Professor of Moral Philosophy | U. S. sloops of war Boston and Vandalia were at 














of the West Point Academy.—Charleston Courier. 


The U. 8, ships Vincennes, Lieut. WILKES, and | 
Peacock, Lieut, Hupson, of the Exploring squad- 





Vera Cruz, and the Ontario at Tainpico. 





THe Wave.—Mr. John C. Stevens sold his beau- 
| tiful yacht bearing this name, to the United States 


ron, dropped down from the navy yard, on Friday | Government this week for $8,000. She was one of 
afternoon, to the naval anchorage. These ships! the most splendid and masterly specimens of navalar- 
have undergone considerable alterations to fit them|chitecture ever in our waters. She was built some 
for the service in which they are about to be em-/| six yearssince by Messrs. Brown & Bell, of this city, 
ployed, having had spar decks raised upon them, ‘from models of the Messrs. Stevens, and to this day 
and state rooms constructed on the gun decks; so| has never met her match. Capt. Stockton, when 
that they may be said to represent a smaller class of} last abroad, matched her against a crack yacht of the 
frigates. We cannot learn with certainty when the| Royal British Yacht Club for $100,000; the English 
expedition will sail; probably about the middle of| gentleman, who made the match, visited Liverpool 
August.—Norfolk Herald. 'a few days after, to consult the captains of the dif- 
ferent packets there upon the merits of the Wave, 
Capr. Perry, or sHip ComMMERCE.—We copi-| and finding they had waked up the wrong passenger, 
ed, some time ago, from a Halifax paper, an account| asked leave to draw the match, to which Captain 8S. 
of the humanity displayed by Capt. Perry, of the| reluctantly consented. We are pleased to learn that 
American ship Commerce, from Charleston for Liv-| Mr. Stevens is engaged upon the model of a new 
erpool, in rescuing the crew of the British ship Eli-| yacht to replace ‘‘ the Wave ”—a perfect out and 
zabeth Caroline. it was stated also that the officers| outer.—V. Y. Spirit of the Times. 
of her Majesty’s ship Hercules, and a number of| 
army officers, passengers on board the Hercules, 








Swimminc.—A sailor, named Samuel Brown, 





had subscribed for a piece of plate, to be presented to 
Capt. Perry. We see it mentioned in one of our 
English papers, that the piece of plate has been made 
in London, and was to be forwarded to the Secreta- 
ry of the Navy at Washington, for presentation by 
him to Capt. Perry —.Vew York Commercial Ad- 





vertiser. 


we are informed, swam, for a wager, from Smith’s 
Foundry in this place, to Fort Washington, a dis- 
tance of nearly eight miles! He was accompanied 
by a boat, to see that al! was fair. This feat was 
performedon Wednesday evening.—Alexandria Ga- 
zette, 
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MISCELLAWY. 
AMERICA FIRST DISCOVERED BY THE 


SCANDINAVIANS. 


The Hon. Edward Everett, Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, has written an admirable article for the 
last published number of the North American Re- 
view, on the ‘‘ Discovery of America by the North- 
men,” while reviewing two works printed last year 
in Copenhagen. 

The works reviewed have been printed and pub- 
lished by the Royal Society of Northmen Antiquari- 
ans, Denmark, and have been collected from various 
ancient manuscripts, some of which directly, and 
others indirectly, treat of the subject. Of the anti- 
quity of the manuscripts, there is no doubt; and 
their general authenticity, as regards the prominent 
facts recorded, although ornamented by fancy and 
folly in some minor instances, seems admitted by 
the learned of. Europe. That they were not previ- 
ously printed and published, is no tenable argument 
against either their antiquity or authenticity; for 
they have often been referred to and quoted by Dan- 
ish and other northern writers; but in a language 
which few of the continental literati understood, 
and could not therefore notice—the contents being 
as a sealed book beyond Denmark, Sweden, and Nor- 
way, and besides various manuscripts relative to the 
ancient history of almost all the countries discover- 
ed, invaded, or conquered by the Northmen, Nor- 
wegians, or Normans, in the ninth to. the twelfth 
centuries, have also been ‘similarly found in the li- 
braries of Denmark, by the researches of modern an- 
tiquarians ; and their contents collated and published, 
Nor can the main facts recorded by the birds of that 
period and nation, be falsified, by the exaggerations 
usual to the Runic poetry. The chaff can be win- 
nowed from the wheat, and the crain will remain. 

Neither can it be considered improbable that the 
Northmen should have discovered America. ‘* Out 
of a little speck of a barbarous horde (writes Gover- 
mor Everett) not important enough to be named 
by Tacitus in his account of the Germans, there had 
sprung up in the course ofa few centuries, a bold, 
enterprising, warlike race—who under a strange po- 
litical organization in which feudalism, traffic, knight 
errantry and piracy bore equal parts, covered the 
ocean with their commercial and naval marine, dis- 





covered or colonized (or both) the Archipelago of 


the north, Iceland, Greenland, the Orkneys and 
Shetland [sles, Ireland, and the main of England; 
all literal Germany, the low countries and the north- 
ern coast of France ; ravaged the coast of Spain 
and France or the Mediterranean; sacked the cities 
of Tuscany ; wrested Apulia from the Greek em- 
perors; made successful war with the pope and em- 
peror; established one dynasty in Muscovy; drove 
the Saracens from Sicily; in Epirus, defeated the 
last powerful armies raised by the degenerate east- 
ern emperors; overrun Greece, and carried terror 
to the walls of Constantinople. Naval skill, experi- 
ence and power were the foundation of this ubiqni- 
tous domination. The vessels of the Northinen 
were substantially built of the most durable timber; 
were constructed with covered decks; and thei: 
mariners were the first who learned the art of sail- 
ing on a wind. The sea-vastheir home When 
the head of a family died, it is said his sons cast lots 
for the inheritance. He that gained the lot occupied 
the paternal estate; for the rest of the sons, 
‘* Their march was on the mountain wave, 
Their home was on the deep.” 


Omitting all notice of the Skalds, (the bards of 


the Northmen,) and of the rise and progress of lite- 
rature among them, we may proceed at once to the 
history in question. In the spring of 986, Eric 
Randa, or the Red. emigrated from Iceland to Green- 
land, and there formed a settlement called Ericks- 





ford. He had been accompanied by Heriulf Bard- 
son, who formed a settlement still called Biarne, 
Biorne, or Biron, who was absent on a trading voy- 
age to Norway from iceland, when his father had 
gone to Greenland, but who resolved, on his return 
home, to go in quest of his father. From the thick 
fogs which prevailed he lost his course, and having 
sailed for many days with a south-east wind, he saw 
land to the left, level and wooded, Knowing it not 
to be Greenland described to him, he stood out to 
sea without landing ; and three days after, descried 
other lands high and covered with glaciers, but still 
southward of Greenland, and an island. Four days’ 
sailing afterward brought him to his father’s settle- 
ment. Such is the tradition; and the lands des- 
cribed are supposed to be the northwest coast of our 
continent, with Newfoundland and Labrador. 

About eight or ten years after, Biarne informed 
Eric, the Earl of Norway, of the discovery, and an 
exploracion was ordered. For this purpose, Leif, a 
son of Erie the Red, bought Biarne’s ship, manned 
with 26 men, and sailed from Greenland in 1000, 
They sailed first for the land described by Biarne, 
and landed there, which they called Helluland, from 
the abundance of slate (in Icelandic, hellu) found 
there. This is supposed to be Labrador. Sailing 
thence without setting, they discovered other land, 
described to be level, woody, and having white sand 
bluffs. They named .it Markland or Woodland. 
This is believed to be Nova Scolia. Again standing 
out to sea, and sailing for two days with a northeast 
wind, they reached an island east of the main land, 
and entered the channel separating both. Thence 
they sailed westward, and went on shore at a place 
where a river, issuing from a lake, fell into the sea. 
They then anchored in the lake, and landed. There 
they erected booths or huts fer the winter, and called 
their settlements Leif’s buthir, or Leif’s booth. Du- 
ring their stay, a German from the company, nained 
Tyker, being on an exploring party, became sepa- 
rated and detained; and on returning, pleaded his 
having discovered an abundance of grapes, like those 
of his mative country. From this circumstance, 
Leif called the place Vinland, or Wineland. The 
island is supposed to be Nantucket,; and either 
Rhode Island or Massachusetts is supposed to be Vin- 
land. 

On Leif’s returning to Greenland the next spring, 
his discovery. was the topic of inuch inquiry, and 
his biother Thorwald, borrowing the same vessel, 
undertook another voyage in the same direction, in 
1002. He reached Vinland before winter, which he 
passed at Leif’s booths. In the spring of 1003, 
Thorwald sent a party in the longboat to explore the 
country southward, in which they were occupied 
during the summer. The Jand explored is minutely 
described ; and it is stated that no traces of inhabi- 
tants were found, excepta sbed on an island lying 
westward. In the spring of 1004, Thorwald, sailing 
westward and then northwardly, descried a remark- 
able promontory, which, with a headland opposite, 
enclused a bay. Doubling this cape, he skirted the 
shores and crossed the inlets, till he reached another 
promontory covered with wood, where he landed. 
But on preparing to embark, they observed three 
canoes., with three skrelling or dwarfs (the name 
given by them to the Esquimaux) under each. A 
contest ensued, in which 7 of the 8 skrellings were 
killed. The survivor fel into the interior of the 
bay, and returned with a jarge number of his coun- 
trymen. In this second coutest, Thorwald himself 
was killed, and his party returned to wiuter at Leif’s 
booths, and to Greenland the following spring. 

Thornstein, the “third son ef Eric the Red, sailed 
the next year along with his wife Gudrida, in search 
of Thorwahd’s body, which they wished to convey to 
Greenland. But the voyage was unsuccessfu!, and 
Thorusteiu died that winter. 

In the year following, or 1006, two ships from Ice- 
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land arrived at Ericksford, in Greenland. One was 
commanded by Thorfinn, the Hopeful ; and the other 
by Biarno Grimolfson and Thorhall Galmason. In 
the family of Eric, the new discoveries formed the 
promineut topic of interest and inquiry ; and Thorn- 
finn having married Gudrida, he and his associates 
were induced to continue the discoveries. This 
they resolved on in 1007, in company with Thor- 
ward, son-in-law of Eric. This expedition consist- 
ed of 140 persons, who brought with them various 
articles, intending to colonize. Their explorations 
and settlements are minutely recorded; and it is 
stated that Gudrida in 1008 gave birth toa son call- 
ed Snorre—the first child of European descent born 





in America. Some eminent persons of the present 
day trace their genealogy to that Snorre—among 
whom are Professor Fina Magnussan, now of Copen- | 
hagen, and Thorwaldsen the sculptor. Thorlak, his | 
grandson, became an Icelandic bishop, and was re- | 
markable for his learning and writings; and it is not 
improbable that lhe composed the Sagos, containing 
the traditionary accounts of those voyages and ad-| 
ventures, 

A voyage undertaken in 1°11, by two brothers 


| 5 ~ tow , . een 
boiler, by means of a pine or blow off cock, 


from Iceland, in company with Thorwald, is next re- | 


corded; and during the remainder of the eleventh 
century it is stated that a communication was kept 
up from Greenland to America. In 1121, Bishop 
Eric, of Greeniand, made a voyage to Vinland, the 
result of which is not known. Other voyages ol 
Missionaries in the 13th and 14th ceuturies, as Jate 
as 1347, are also asserted; but after this period all 
communication and discoveries seem to have discon- 
tinued, til! the time of Columbus. 
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Tuer GREAT 


VesTeERN.—We find in the Freder- | 


. . . . * : | 
ick Herald the following interesting and detailed de- | 


.Scription of the machinery of the Great Western, by 
one of the gentlemen wh 


her. As the residence of Lieut. Wa. F. Lyncn, of 
the U.S. Navy, is in the neighborhood of Frederick, 


+ 
L 


we presume that we'are safe in assuming that he is 
the author of the excellent aid perspicuous article 
which we subjoin.— Baltimore Chronicle. 

The “Great Western Steam Ship” is worked by. 
a pair of low-pressure engines, coustruct dl similarly 
to most engines used in British steam navigation. | 
The great distinguishing feature of such engines is, 
that the whole of the machinery is under deck, al- | 
though the cylinders are worked vertically. 

The beam of the engine is not placed above the 
cvlinder as in our boats, but a pair of beams are pla- 
ced below the cylinder, and answer the same pur- 
pose, at the same time that they bring a great portion | 
of the machinery below the water line, and do not | 
hamper the deck. The stroke of such engines is| 
shortened, though not necessarily, by this arrange- 
ment, and in the “G. W.” it is only seven feet. 

The two engines are connected to the main shaft on 
which the paddies are fixea, and in case of an acci- 
dent to one engine, the other continues to work both | 
paddles or wheels, by disconnecting the connecting | 
rod of the deranged engine. This was the case in| 
the outward voyage, when one engine propelled the 
G. W. during thirty-four hours, at the rate of 64 knots | 
per hour. 

These engines are each 200 horse power: they are | 
worked by steam, not exceeding 34 Ibs. per square | 
inch. An apparatus for reducing the steam by ex- 
pansion is attached, but rarely used. 

There are four boilers, each 104 feet long, 94 feet 
wide, and 16 feet high. There are three fire-places 


to each floor, which terminate ina flue that runs 
through the boiler, an extent of about 26 feet, before 
it passes into the sinoke funnel. 

These four boilers are connected by valves to one 
general steam pipe which supplies the two engines. 


o went out and returned in. 


|sure, and by consequence the danger. 





Any one boiler can be shut off at pleasure, and as 
three boilers with a little extra fuel can raise suffi- 
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cient steam, the fourth can be cleansed out whenever 
required. ‘The four boilers are more than ‘sufficient 
lor the work, and consume very little more coal than 
three; at the same time the firemen are not hurried, 
and the doors of the furnaces are repeatedly thrown 
open to keep down the steam. 

The consumption of coal, both on the outward and 
homeward passage to the United States, did not ex- 
ceed 6 3-4 lbs. per horse power, per hour. In the 
roughest part of the homeward trip, when the ship 
was a week out of port, and in better trim from hav- 
ing consumed a considerable quantity of coal, the 
consuinplion was 5 4-5 per hour. The inconvenience 
to which steam boilers have been heretofore subject- 
ed by the deposition of salt and earthy matters, 
was obviated on board of this ship, by a peculiar ar- 
rangement, the invention of Messrs. Maudsley, Sons, 
and Fieid,. 

In marine steam boilers it is usual to blow off a por- 
tion of the densest salt water from the bottom of the 

In this 

manner, a portion of the strongest brine is forced 
ont—but the quantity is limited, and much fuel wast- 
ed by the loss of heat. 
On board of the G. W.a brass plunger pump is at- 
tached to the bottom of each boiler and draws offa 
constant stream of brine, the loss of which is sup- 
plied by a pipe conveying hot water from the re- 
servoir,—which, pouring into the boiler, keeps up a 
constant current, thereby preventing deposition and 
subsequent concretion. 

Supposing the density of the water of the ocean 


ito be 160, and that deposition cannot take place; in 


other words, that the water would hold the salt and 
other earthy matter in solution, until its density isre- 
duced to 66 2.3, the density of the water in the boil- 
ers of the G. W. was rarely less than 90. At the ex- 
piration of each trip, the boilers’ were as clean as if 
fresh water only had been used. ‘To ascertain the 
proper quantity to be drawn off, to regulate the 
pumps aceordingly, the density of the brine is ascer- 
tained by letting a portion of it cool and trying it 
with an hydrometer. This simple substitute for the 
old plan of blowing off has proved so efficient that it 
will no doubt be generally adopted. 

The boilers of the G. W. are of wrought iron, 
square, with 4 wagon tops. ‘The maximum pressure, 
is 3) ponnds to the square inch. The moment that 
the pressure of steam exceeds that amount, the safety 
valve raises and the surplus steam passes through the 
safety pipe, to the upper air. From their shape and 


size, those boilers could not withstand a pressure of 8 


‘Ibs, to the square inch—and if they were to burst with 
that pressure, only those inthe engine and fire rooms 
would suifer—the passengers and ship would escape 


uninjured. But, to guard against such an accident, 


i which, on the ocean, would produce great eventual 


inconvenience, and in our own boats for the protec- 
tion of life itself, it would be advisable to have “ two 
safety valves, to each boiler, one of each to be loaded to 
(he maximum pressure it would be perfeetly prudent 
to carry, and then cased and locked up,” only to be 
visited by the commander: the others, as at present, 
accessible to the engineer. By this means, the engi- 
neer can always diminish,but never increase,the pres- 
Rash and in- 
experienced as many of our steamboat captains are, 
it would often be unsafe to entrust the keys of the 
safety valve cases with them. Unless they have been 
proved perfectly competent and trustworthy, those 
keys should cn short trips remain with the agent or 
owner. These valves should also be examined at 
frequent regular intervals. 

Vith such precaution there can be no danger of ex- 
plosion from pressure of steam, or, as it Is generally 
termed, high steam. 

The boiler, if of good imetal, will bear the strain of 
one-third of the cohesive force of that metal. In 


‘practice, twice the maximum pressure on the valve 
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can be borne with perfect safety: therefore, if a safe- 
v valve be loaded with 10 Ibs. to the square inch, 
the pressure can be more than doubled before an ex- 
plosion can ensue. 

The next greatest and almost only remaining cause 
of the explosion of steam boilers, is inattention in 
feeding with water. Thongh termed a cause, it is 
most generally a consequence or effect of the foriner. 
If the safety valve be too heavily loaded, a great 
quantity of the water in the boiler is converted into 
steam, which, wherever it is in contact, tends to heat 
the boiler as much within as the fire does without; 
consequently, an unusual motion of the boat by the 
heave of the sea, a simultaneous movement of the 
passengers from side to side, or any other circuin- 
stance, causes the water within the boiler to rush 
against the intensely heated metal, when a gas more 
powerful than steam itself is instantaneously evolved, 
and an explosion inevitably ensues. 

Beside the gauge cocks some of the English steam- 
ers have a float attached to each boiler, which, by in- 
dicating the exact height of water in the boiler, 
proves a great additional safeguard. 

The American steam engines are in some respects 
superior to the English ; for instance, in the length 
of stroke, by which greater speed is attained with 
equal power. The Jength of the cylinder should be 
twice that of its diameter, which is very nearly the 
proportion of that of the U. S. steamer Fulton. The 
Great Western, with 22 inches more of diameter has 
only 1 1-6 in. length of stroke. The Fulton is, in 
smooth water, the fastest boat, and in almost all re- 
spects, save its horizontal position, her machinery is 
the best. 











From the Erie ( Pa.) Gazette. 
A Cane, made of materials from Commodore Perry’s 
flag-ship, Lawrence, was lately presented to the Hon. | 
Daniel Webster, by citizens of this place ; it was of | 


substantial interests, the great elements of our pros- 
perity, and above all, our stake in that paramount 
treasure of a free people, a good and wise Govern- 
ment, is the same. Alli these are under the protection 
and guardianship of that inestimable constitution 
which our fathers framed, and have delivered to us, 
a bond of perpetual union. 

It affords me,gentlemen, much, gratification, to find 
that my political conduct on trying-occasions now 
passed, and I hope passed forever, has met your ap- 
probation. The period to which I refer, you justly 
calla dark hour. TI felt it to be my duty in that mo- 
mentous crisis, to disregard all personal considera- 
tions, to actin the true spirit of the constitution ; and 
withuut forgetting the propriety of moderation, or the 
laws of kindness and charity, to proceed, neverthe- 
less, with a firm and inflexible resolution of upholding 
the anthority of the laws, and defending the Union. 
I fam happy to know that in all this, I appear to you 
to have discharged the duty of a good citizen. 

That our common country may long prosper—that 
other Perries may rise up to defend her rights, when 
attacked—that she may be the chosen abode of con- 
stitutional liberty—and that good principles, and good 
morals, happiness and virtue, may be the practical 
and lasting results of her free institutions—is the ar- 
dent wish of your grateful friend and obliged fellow 
citizen. DANIEL WEBSTER. 
To Messra William Kelly, Rufus 8, Reed, Thomas 

H. Sill, and others. 





From the London Lancet. 

Morratiry AND SICKNESS OF SOLDIERS EN- 
GAGED IN War.—During the last 41 months of the 
peninsula war, or from the 25th December, 1810, to 
the 25th May, 1814, the total deaths of private sol- 
diers of the army amounted to 33,829, or 825 per 
month: the total deaths of officers in the same time 
amounted to 940, or 23 per month. The average 


oak, the growth of our own shore, manufactured by | numbers living during this period, derived from 41 


Mr. Drake, of our place, having a head of buckhorn | 


monthly musters, were 61,511 privates, and 2,716 of- 


with a number of honorary inscriptions, among which | ficers; consequently, the average annual rates of 


were, “the Hon. Daniel Webster, the defender of we 
| 


Constitution, the citizen of the Union” —also the closing 
sentiment of his remards upon Foot’s resolution in! 


1830—* Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and greater than that of officers. 


inseparable,” —with bis admired tnotto, in the city of | 
New York, ‘‘ one Country, one Constitution, one Des- | 
tiny ,” and the much admired and laconic despatch of 
the gallant Perry after the action, ‘* We have met 
the enemy and they are ours.” 

The following is Mr. Webster’s reply to the Com- 
mittee : 

j WasHINGTON, June 4, 1838. 

GENTLEMEN : The cane made from the timber of 
the ship which wore the flag of the gallant Perry, on 
the memorable 10th of September, and intenied as 
a present to me from the citizens of Erie, hav been 
delivered by your townsman, Mr. Freeman; and I 
have also since had the pleasure of receiving your 
letter intended to accompany the gilt. 

To those who have united in this token of confi- 
dence au friendship, I beg leave to return my re- 
epectful and cordial thanks, Be kind enough to say 
this to them, as you have occasion to see them, and 
assure them that I highly value their present, because 
of the associations connected with its material, and 
especially because it is their present, and because of 
the inscriptions which they have seen fit it shall bear. 

You have been kind enough to say, gentlemen, that 

ou claim kindred with me as an American citizen. 

admit and reciprocate this claim,with great pleasure 
and sincerity. [recognize you, and your neighbors, 
as fellow citizens, my own countryinen, embarked 
on the same political fortunes, enjoying the same 
liberty and the same bounties and blessings of Provi- 
dence, as myself. 

Your homes are on the shore of one of our great 








inland seas, mine is on that of the ocean; but our 


mortality during this period were 16. 1 per cent. for 
privates, and 10. 1 per cent. for officers;* that is, the 
total mortality of privates was more than 50 per cent. 
On comparing the 
mortality of officers and privates, at different seasons 
of the year, it is found that the excess in the mortali- 
ty of privates exists only during the winter, the sea- 
son generally passed by the army in cantonments ; 
during the summer, (25th March to 25th September) 
there is no sensible difference between the mortali- 
ty of officers and that of privates; during each of 
three summers, the deaths of officers were, to the 
deaths of privates, in the proportion of 1 to 25 near- 
ly; during each of two winters, the proportion be- 
came that of lto 70; in the third winter an excep- 
tion occurs, and the proportion coincided with the 
average for the year; it is accounted for by the army 
having kept the field during this winter, contrary to 
the usual custom. During the 41 months, the total 
deaths of officers were, to the total deaths of privates, 
in the proportion of 1 to 36; there was living, at the 
same time, one officer (including non-combatants) 
to 224 privates, or one comb ting officer to 254 pri- 
vates. During the months in which battles were 
fouglit, the mortality of officers is always high rela- 
tively to that of privates. On inspection of Table 1, 
it may be seen that in those months wherein the 
deaths of officers have been most numerous, the pro- 
portion of deaths of officers to deaths of men arrives 
ata maximum. For example, the greatest number 
of deaths of officers occurred in the ionth of April, 
1812, corresponding to the siege of Badajoz. _ In the 
same month there died 1,311 privates; so that there 
were only 17 deaths of privates to one death of offi- 

* These rates coincide with the rates during peace, af 
English officers and privates in Jamaica. 
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cers, which is less than one half of the general ave- 
rage. A similarly high relative and absolute mor- 
tality of officers is observable during the months 
in which the battles of Fuentes d’Onor, Salamanca, 
Vittoria, Pyrennees, and Toulouse were fought. 
Since the greater number of battles are fought du- 
ring the summer, the higher relative mortality of of- 
ficers to privates in summer than in winter may be 
considered as accounted for by battles being propor- 
tionally more destructive to officers than privates. 
The number of deaths of officers during any month 
is generally indicative of the quantity of fighting 
during that month; but the number of deaths of 
privates is of very little value in this respect. The 
deaths of privates are, in several instances, as nume- 
rous during months in which there was no battle, as 
during months in which important battles were 
fought. In battle there is a great difference between 
the mortalities of officers of different ranks. Field- 
officers and captains suffer much more severely than 
lieutenants, who again suffer more severely than en- 
signs. The mortality of captains from battle is dou- 
ble that of ensigns. It seems probable that this dif- 
ference in the mortality is dependant upon the dif- 
ference in the age of the parties, the juniors being 
more likely to survive a given wound than their se- 
niors. Perhaps, however, the relative positions oc- 
cupied in battle by officers of different ranks may 
cause the difference in the mortalities. A captain, 
in order to set a good example to his company, will 
frequently place himself in a conspicuous and ex- 
posed situation, will be in the front rank, and will 
be most in advance to meetthe enemy. On the fall 
of a captain, his place will be filled by a subaltern, 
whose duty it will be to expose himself to a similar 
and increased risk of death. The total deaths from 
battle are made up of the killed and dead of wounds. 
In the returns made to the Adjutant General’s Office, 
the causes and dates of deaths of officers are speci. 
fied, but the causes and dates of deaths of privates 
are not so specified. The relation between the kill- 
ed and dead of wounds among officers may thence 
be ascertained; and it may be presumed that a simi- 
lar relation exists between the killed and dead of 
wounds among privates. In order to obtain the total 
deaths from battle during the last three years and 
five months of the peninsula war, I have taken the 
numbers killed as stated in the ‘‘ Sketches ”’ of the 
late General Stewart, who collected them from the 
Gazettes of the period; and I have added, as dead of 
wounds among privates, a proportion of the killed 
equal to that ascertained to exist between the dead 
of wounds and the killed among officers. The num- 
ber of officers who die of wounds after the day of ac- 
tion, is generally equal to a little more than one- 
third part of the deaths occurring on the day of ac- 
tion. Such was nearly the case at the five battles— 
Talavera, Salamanca, Vittoria, Orthes, and Waterloo, 
as may be seen on inspection of Table 6. The deaths 
on the day of action are generally four times as great 
as the number dying of wounds in the 10 succeed- 
ing days. And the deaths during any period of the 
10 days after action, are generally four times as great 
as the number of deaths in the period of 10 days next 
following. During the last 41 months of the penin- 
sula war, the proportion of captains and subalterns 
killed was at the rate of 4.9 per cent. per annum. 
The proportion of privates killed in the same period 
was at the rate of 3.2 per cent. perannum. By 
adding one-third part to these numbers for dead 
of wounds, we shall have the total annual mortality 
from battle—6.6 per cent. for officers, and 4.2 per 
cent. for privates. Since the deaths of captains and 
subalterns, from all causes, during the same period, 
was 10.3 per cent. per annum, and since the deaths 
of privates, from all canses, was at the rate of 16.1 
per cent. per annum, it follows that the annual mor- 
tality from all causes except battle was—3.7 per 
cent. for captains and subalters, and 11.9 per cent, 
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for private soldiers. Although it is well ascertained 
that in the entire peninsula army, the mortality of 
officers from battle was 50 per cent. greater than 
that of privates, it is not, however, certain that so 
great a disproportion exists between the officers and 
privates who have actually been engaged in the 
same combats. For there is reason to believe that a 
greater proportion of privates than of officers is ab- 
sent when a battle is to be fought. In the first place 
22$ per cent. of the private soldiers of the peninsu- 
la army, is the proportion generally absent on ac- 
count of sickness. In the next place a proportion of 
8 per cent. is generally detached for various purpo- 
ses, ‘on command’’ a3 it is termed. The returns to 
the Adjutant General’s Office make no mention of 
the officers absent through sickness, or from being 
“‘on command.” It is highly probable that the pro- 
portion of officers absent from these two causes did 
not exceed one-half of the proportion of privates ab- 
sent from the same causes. The apparent excess in 
the mortality from hattle of officers over that of pri- 
vate soldiers would then be subject to a considera- 
ble reduction, if those who have been actually en- 
gaged are alone compared. Such a diminished ex- 
cess is, however, to be understood as restricted in 
its application to battles of an ordinary degree of se- 
verity. In the harder fought battles of the peninsu- 
la, as at Waterloo, the mortality of officers was more 
than 50 per cent. greater than that of privates, re- 
garding only those who were actually engaged. 
The extraordinary amount of sickness suffered by 
the peninsula army is a subject well deserving the 
attention of the public. That an English army of 
61,511 men, during a period of three years and five 
months, should have had 13,815 men, or 224 per 
cent., coustantly sick, and that no inquiry should 
have been instituted as to the cause of the sickness, 
is a serious national reproach. As the officers of the 
same army, and the private soldiers of the cavalry 
and artillery, suffered in no extraordinary degree 
from sickness, there appears to be no sufficient or 
satisfactory reason for the total private soldiers of the 
army having suffered such a vast amount of sickness, 
If due inquiry had been made, it would probably 
have been found that the causes of this sickness 
were capable of being removed without much diffi- 
culty, as the sickness from wounds did not exceed 14 
per cent., (the proportion wounded in a year being 
15 per cent, and the average duration of each case 
of sickness from wounds being assumed to be the 
tenth port of a year.) A very great pecuniary sav- 
ing to the nation might have been effected by the 
removal of these causes of sickness; for, by reduc- 
ing the proportion of sick to 6 per cent., there would 
have been set free from the hospitals 10,000 men, to 
be added to the effective force of the army. 


ARMY. 


Spectat Orper, No 41, July 3—Leave for two 
months to Captain E. Harding, of Ordnance. 


NAVY. 


ORDERS. 

July 6—Leave of absence for three months granted to 
the officers attached to the ship St. Louis, New York. 

P. Mid. W. P. Jones, detached from the Fulton. 

P. Mid. W. Reynolds, Exploring Expedition. 

Ass’t. Sur. H. D. Taliaferro, duty with Lieut. Me- 
Laughlin. 

P. Mid. J. R. M. Mullany, Navy Yard, New York. 

July 7—Sur. B. F. Bache, ship Fairfield, Brazil. 

P. Mid. W. B. Beverly, Depot of Charts, &e. 

July 9—Mid. S. E. Woodworth, and Sailmaker I. 
D. Freeman, Exploring Expedition. 

APPOINTMENT. 
July 9—Isaac D Freeman, Acting Sailmaker. 
VESSELS REPORTED. 

Ship Levant, Com’r. Paulding, at Matanzas, June 20, 

from Key West. 
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Ship Ontario, Com’r. Breese, off the Mississippi, June 
23, from Tampico, with $22,000 in specie. 

Brig Washington, Lt. Comd’t. Gedney, at Newport, 
R. I., June 26. 

Revenue Cutter Jackson, Lieut. Comd’t. Nones, at 
Baltimore, July 1, from Pensacola, via Key West and 
Norfolk. 


Ship Independence, Commo. Nicolson, at Monte 


Video, May 19, and brig potpain, Lt. Comd’t. Macken- | 
| 


zie, May 16; both from Rio Janeiro. 
Ship Fairfield, Com’r. Mayo, at Rio Janeiro, to sail 
for Monte Video, June 2. 
Frigate Constellation, bearing the broad pendant of 
Commo. Dallas, arrived at Pensacola op the 20th ult., 
from Tampico. 














PROPOSA LS FOR PROVISIONS. 


Orrice or Commissary GEN’L, OF SUBSISTENCE, 
Washington, July 1, 1838. 


EPARATE PROPOSALS will be received at this 
office until the first day of October next, for the de- 


livery of provisions for the use of the troops of the | 
United States, to be delivered in bulk, upon inspection, | 


as follows : 
At New Orleans. 
60 barrels of pork 
125 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
55 bushels of new white ficld beans 
830 pounds of good hard soap 
20 bushels of good clean dry salt 


At the publi landing, six miles from Fort Towson, 
mouth of the Chiemichi. 
240 barrels of pork 
500 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
220 bushels of new white field beans 
3500 pounds of good hard soap 
1600 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
80 bushels of good clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered in all the month of April, 
1939, and tolcave Natchitoches by 20th February, 1339. 
At Fort Smith, Arkansas. 
600 barrels of pork 
1250 barrels of fresh superfine fiour 
550 bushels of new white field beans 
830) pounds of good hard soap 
4000 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
200 bushels of good clean dry salt 


1839. 
At St. Louis, Missouri. 
300 barrels of pork 
625 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
975 bushels of new white field beans 
4130 pounds of good hard soap 
2000 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
100 bushes of good clean dry salt 
At Fort Crawford, Prairie du Chien, Mississippi river. 
120 barrels of pork 
240 barrels of f¢esh superfine flour 
110 bushels of new white field beans 
760 pounds of good haru soap 
1800 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
40 bushels of good clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered by the Ist of June, 1839. 
At Fort Snelling, Saint Peters. 
240 barrels of pork 
500 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
220 bushels of new white field beans 
3509 pounds of good hard soap 
1600 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
80 bushels of good clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered by the 15th June, 1839. 


At Fort Winnebago, on the For river, at the portage of 
the Fox and Wisconsin rivers. 
180 barrels of pork 
375 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
165 bushels of new white field beans 
2640 ponnds good hard soap 
1200 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
60 bushels good clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered by the Ist June, 1839. 
Alt Fort Howard, Green Bay. 
120 barrels of pork 
250 barre!s of fresh superfine flour 
110 bushels of new white field beans 


1760 pounds of good hard soap 
800 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
40 bushels of good clean dry salt 


| ‘he whole to be delivered by the Ist June, 1839. 


At Fort Brady, Sault de Ste Marie. 
60 barrels of pork 





The whole to be delivered in al! the month of May. | 


125 barrels of fresh superfine flour 


| 6535 bushels of new white field beans 


| 880 pounds of good hard soap 
| 40) pounds of good hard tallow candles 
20 bushels of good clean dry salt 
The whole to be delivered by the Ist June, 1839, 
At Hancock Barracks, Houlton, Maine. 
120 barrels of pork 
240 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
110 bushels new white field beans 
1769 pounds of good hard soap 
800 pounds of good hard tallow candles 
40 bushels of good clean dry salt 
‘The whole to be delivered in December, 1833, and 
| January and February, 1839. 
At New York. 
120 barrels of pork 
| 240 barrels of fresh superfine flour 
| 119 bushels of new white field beans 
| 1760 pounds of good hard soap 
| 40 bushels of good clean dry salt 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Ai Ballimore. 

129 barrels of pork 

240 barrels of fresh superfine flour 

110 bushels of new white ficld beans 
1760 pounds of good hard soap 

40 bushels of good clean dry salt 

Nore.—All bidJers are requested to extend the 
amount of their bids for each article, and exhibit the to- 
tal amount of each bid. 


The periods and quantitics of each delivery, at those 
posts where they are not specified, will be one-fourth 
'Ist June, Ist September, Ist December, 1839, and Ist 
| March, 1840. 

The hogs of which the pork is packed to be fattened 
}on corn, and each hog to weigh not less than two hun- 
| dred pounds, and will consist of one hog to each barrel, 

excluding the feet, legs, ears and snout, 

Side pieces may be substituted for the hams. 
| ‘The pork is to be carefully packed with Turks Island 
salt, and in pieces not exceeding ten pounds each. 

The pork to be contained in seasoned heart of white 
| oak or white ash barrels, full hooped ; the beans in wa- 
|ter-tight barrels, and the soap and candles in strong 
|boxes, of convenient size for transportation. Salt will 


| 
j 


lonly be received by measurement of thirty-two quarts 
to the bushel. The candles to have cotton wicks. 

The provisions for Prairie du Chien and Saint Peters 
must pass Suint Louis, for their ultimate destination, by 
the 15th April, 1839. A failure in this particular will 
| be considered a breach of contract, and the Department 
will be authorized to purchase to supply these posts. 

The provisions will be inspected at the time and 
place of delivery ; and all expenses are to be paid by 
contractors, until they are deposited at such store-houses 
as may be designated by the agent of the Department. 

The Commissary General reserves the privilege of 
increasing or diminishing the quantities, or of dispensing 
with one or more articles, at any time before entering 
into contract; and also of increasing or reducing the 
quantities of cach delivery oue-third, subsequent to the 
contract, on giving sixty-days’ previous notice. Bid- 
ders not heretofore contractors, are required to accom- 
pany their proposals with evidence of their ability, to- 
gether with the names of their sureties, whose responsi- 
bitity must be certified by the District Attorney, or by 
some persoa well known to the Government, otherwise 
their proposals will not be acted on. Advances cannot 
be made in any case; and evidence of inspection and 
full delivery will be required at this office before pay- 
ment can be made, which will be by Treasury warrants 
on banks nearest the points of delivery, or nearest the 
places of purchasing the supplies, or nearest the resi- 
dence of the contractors, at their option 

Each proposal will be sealed in a separate envelope, 
and marked ‘* Proposals for furnishing Army subsist- 


ence.”’ 
GEO. GIBSON, C. G, Ss, 


! 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
! 





July 12—t Sept. 20. 
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